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VITAL STATISTICS 

Of the Eight Largest Towns in Ireland, for Four Weeks ending Saturday, 
February 23, 1884. 
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Wi th  the advancing winter season a general tendency for the mor- 
tali ty in the eight selected towns to increase is observable--at  the same 
time the death-rates are by no means as high as is usual in February. 
The highest rates are 31"1 per 1,000 of the population annually in 
Limerick, 30"2 in Dublin, 29"0 in Waterford, and 27"2 in Londonderry; 
the lowest rates arc 22'8 in Newry, 24"3 in Belfast, 25"2 in Galway, and 
25.3 in Cork. The rate of mortality from seven chief zymotics ranged 
from 7"5 per 1,000 per annum in Waterford, 5"3 in Londonderry, 4"7 in 
Limerick, 3"2 in Cork, 2"6 in Newry, 2"2 in Dublin, and 2"1 in Belfast 
to nil in Galway. 

The recorded deaths represented a rate per 17000 of the population 
annually of 20"6 in twenty-eight  large English towns (including London, 
in which the rate was 20"0), 27"0 in the sixteen chief towns of Ireland, 
25"1 in Glasgow, and 21"5 in Edinburgh. I f  the deaths (numbering 
18) of persons admitted into public institutions from localities outside 
the Dublin Registration District  are deducted, the death-rate of that 
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district becomes 29"5, while that of the portion of the district included 
within the municipal boundary appears as 32"9. 

Acute febrile zymotics were returned as the cause of death in 72 
instances in the Dublin district, compared with 73 in the preceding four 
weeks and a ten-years' average of 133"1 in the corresponding period. 
This group of maladies therefore was again little more than half as fatal 
as usual. The 72 deaths included 17 from scarlet fever, 19 from "fever," 
8 from whooping-cough, 8 from diarrhceal diseases, and 4 from diph- 
theria. The epidemic of scarlet fever is still gradually decreasing--the 
registered deaths being 11 fewer than those recorded (27) in the pre- 
ceding period of four weeks, and 29 fewer than the deaths in the last 
four weeks of 1883. Of the 19 deaths from "fever," 10 were ascribed 
to typhus and 9 to enteric fever. Eleven children aged between one 
and five years succumbed to scarlet fever. All the 8 victims of whoop- 
ing-cough were under five years of age and 2 of them were not a year 
old. 

The epidemic of measles continues in Cork, but with less intensity ; 
10 deaths were caused by it, against 20, 18, and 9 in the three preceding 
periods. Scarlet fever was again less fatal in Belfast, but more fatal in 
Derry- - the  deaths being 14 and 7, compared with 18 and 4 respec- 
tively. Whooping-cough still shows a widespread prevalence and fatality. 
Diarrhceal diseases were credited with 28 deaths in the eight towns, 
against 29 in the previous four weeks. 

In  the Dublin Registration District 795 births and 815 deaths were 
registered, compared with 787 births and 720 deaths in the first four 
weeks of 1884. Tl~e births were those of 406 boys and 389 girls. The 
deaths of infants under one year rose from 107 to 169 ; those of persons 
aged sixty years and upwards rose from 202 to 206. 

The deaths referred to pulmonary consumption in  the eight towns 
were 220, compared with 189, 170, and 173 in the three preceding 
periods of four weeks each. In  Dublin diseases of the respiratory organs 
are stated to have caused 157 deaths, against 161, 185, and 165 in the 
three preceding periods, and an average of not less than 260-7 in the 
corresponding four weeks of the previous ten years. The 157 deaths 
included 108 from bronchitis (average ~--- 197"9) and 22 from pneumonia 
(average -- 32"1). These figures again as in past periods bear testimony 
to the extreme mildness of the present winter. Of the 108 persons who 
succumbed to bronchitis, 22 were infants under twelve months, whereas 
42 had passed their sixtieth year. 

On Saturday, February 23, 1884, there were under treatment in the 
principal Dublin hospitals no cases of smallpox or of measles, 61 cases 
of scarlet fever, 50 of typhus, 20 of enteric fever, and 8 of pneumonia. 

The mean temperature of the four weeks was 43"2 ~ in Dublin, 40"9 ~ 
in Belfast, 44"9 ~ at Roche's Point, Co. Cork, 43"0 ~ at Greenwich, 41"3 ~ 
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in Glasgow, and 40"5 ~ in Edinburgh. These values were from 2 ~ to 4 ~ 
in excess of the average, but were in nearly every instance considerably 
lower than the corresponding figures in the previous period of four 
weeks. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Abstract of Observations made in the City of Dublin, Lat. 53 ~ 201 N.,  
Long. 6 ~ 15'  W ,  for the Month of February~ 1884. 

Mean Height of Barometer, - 29'751 inches. 
Maximal Height  of Barometer (on 2nd at 9 p.m.), - 30"424 , 
Minimal Height  of Barometer (on 20th at midnight)~ 28"796 , 
Mean Dry-bulb Temperature,  43"0 ~ . 
Mean Wet-bulb Temperature~ 40"9 ~ 
Mean Dew-point Temperature~ 38"3 ~ 
Mean Elastic Force (Tension) of Aqueous Vapour~ - "234 inch. 
Mean Humidity,  - 84"2 per cent. 
Highest  Temperature in Shade (on 9th)~ 54'6 ~ 
Lowest Temperature in Shade (on 2nd), 31"8 ~ 
Lowest Temperature on Grass (Radiation) (on 2nd), 28"0 ~ 
Mean Amount of Cloud~ - 76"7 per cent. 
RainfalI (on 20 days), - 3'518 inches. 
Greatest  Daily Rainfal l  (on 20th), . . . .  700 inch. 
General Direction of Wind~ - - - S.E., S.W. 

Remarks. 
In  Dublin the frostless character of this winter was maintained 

throughout February,  but there was a decrease in temperature owing to 
the increasing prevalence of south-easterly winds. The amount of 
cloud was unusually la rge- -near ly  77 per cent . - -and the weather was 
often cheerless and wet. A very violent southerly gale occurred on the 
night of the 20th, when also the heaviest rainfall  of the month took 
place. 

The mean temperature (43"0 ~ ) was about the average for February in 
the twenty years, 1865-84, inclusive, but it  was 2"2 ~ below that" of 
January, 1884. The rainfall (3"518 inches) was considerably above the 
average of the twenty years in ques t ionwviz ,  2'244 inches~ and the 
rainy days (20) were to a less extent in excess-- the twenty years' 
average being 17"6 days. Snow or sleet fell on the 2nd, 10th, and l l t h  ; 
hail, on the 10th. Lightning was seen on the 21st. Solar halos appeared. 
on the 20th and 25th;  lunar halos on the 2nd, 6th~ and l l t h .  There 
were strong winds on several days. On the 26th only was the atmosphere 
foggy. 

A t  the beginning of the month the weather was rendered winterly for 
a time by the passage across the S. of Ireland and Engtand of a deep 
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depression, which caused easterly to northerly winds and a fall of tem- 
perature in Ireland. On the 2nd light snow showers fed at Kingstown 
and Bray, and in Dublin the thermometer did not rise above 38"2% As 
this disturbance travelled eastwards~ the barometer rose with great 
r ap id i t y - - i n  Dublin, from 29"102 inches at 9 a.m. of the 1st to the 
maximal reading of the month--30"424 inches--a t  9 a.m. of the 2nd. A n  
area of high pressure now became established over France,  while several 
extensive depressions passed eastwards across the extreme N. of Europe. 
Accordingly the prevailing winds in the British Islands were W. and 
S.W., and at times they blew f resh ly- - in  other respects the weather was 
favourable and open. On the evening of the 9th, which was a showery, 
unsettled day, the moon, Jupiter,  and Mars formed a splendid equilateral 
triangle in the south-eastern sky. 

On the 13th t h e  weather underwent a great change in Western 
]~urope--an extensive area of high atmospherical pressure became 
established over Scandinavia and the North Sea, causing the wind to 
back to S.E. in the United Kingdom, where the weather became simul- 
taneously cold, dry, and harsh. Remarkably high tides prevailed on the 
E. coast of Ireland about this time, and a heavy sea ran outside the Bay 
of Dublin owing to strong S. and S.E. winds. 

On the 19th the high pressure system in the N.E. broke up, and 
depressions began to come in from the Atlantic  over Ireland. The 
deepest of these arrived on the evening of the 20 th - - a  solar halo having 
heralded its approach earlier in the day. After  7 p.m. a violent storm 
arose, and rain fell in torrents. By midnight the barometer receded to 
28"796 inches in Dublin. The disturbance travelled with unusual velo- 
city, so that, although its centre lay at 6p .m.  of the 20th over the S. of 
Ireland, the whole depression had passed well to the northward of Scot- 
land by the following morning. As the disgurbance moved away, light- 
ning was seen at many stations on the evening of the 21st. 

A showery period fol lowed--the wind drawing towards N.W. on the 
23rd, when a depression of moderate intensity moved eastwards across 
~cotland and the North Sea. From the 26th to the close of the month, 
the south-easterly type of weather again prevailed, the barometer being 
high in Sweden and Norway- - low over Ireland and the Atlantic.  This 
distribution of pressure produced searching S.E. winds, with night frosts 
and showers of sleet or snow in Great  Britain ; overcast skies, and raw, 
wet weather on the east coast of I reland;  mild, gloomy weather, and 
almost incessant rain in the S. and S.W. of this country. The contrast 
in the weather experienced about this time in Great Britain and in the 
S. of Ireland is well illustrated by the temperature readings recorded at 
8 a.m. of Friday, the 29th. Thus the thermometer registered 26 ~ at  
Nairn,  29 ~ at Loughborough, 31 ~ at Liverpool, 35 ~ at Donaghadee, but 
47 ~ at Roche's Point,  Co. Cork, and 48 ~ at  Valencia. 


